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     I’m Pro-Choice, and here is what I believe in. Pro-Choice does not mean just Pro-Abortion. The right to have a baby should be left to the woman and her doctor. It doesn’t belong to any other people, nor the government.
     The First question is: “When does the human life begin?”

The controversy swirling about the first question can be explained by the fact that different people use different standards of measurement by which to define "human life". Some would define it through a theologic or religious faith belief. Some would define "human life" using certain philosophic theories and beliefs. Others define "human life" by using biologic, scientific facts. The problem is that not everybody’s belief is in the same way. Personhood at a conception is a religious belief, not a provable biological fact. Mormon and some Fundamentalist churches believe in personhood at conception; Judaism holds that it begins at birth and abortion is not murder; ensoulment theories vary widely within Protestantism. The religious community will never reach consensus on the definition of a “person” or when abortion is morally justified.
     The Second question is: "Who decides, the woman or the government?" Clearly this is a woman’s rights issue. Should she or should she not have the right to choose?

There are many people today who believe that abortion is wrong. But many of these sincere people feel that women’s rights are so important that she should be allowed to choose to end the life of her developing fetus.

     This is an untenable position. A person can’t have it both ways. If abortion is wrong, then both mother and baby should be protected, unless it can be shown that one’s life (the mother’s) might be lost if the pregnancy were allowed to continue. Only the preservation of one life is weighty enough to justify taking another. Once a woman is pregnant, barring a miscarriage or an induced abortion, she’ll have a baby. Therefore, her only choice is, "How is the baby going to come out?"  Her choice is between life and death — a live baby or a dead one.
     Prior to the legalization of abortion in most developed countries, it was widely claimed that unwanted pregnancies resulted in a significant number of unwanted children, some of whom were subjects of child abuse. Legalization of abortion was held up as a panacea for this. It would reduce unwanted pregnancies and lower the incidence of child abuse. Then Planned Parenthood came with the familiar slogan: "Every Child a Wanted Child."

     It is a great slogan. Who can argue? There isn’t any disagreement. It is how to achieve such a goal. I agree that every child should be wanted. A world with only wanted children, Jews, blacks, Catholics, Chicanos, etc. would be an idyllic place in which to live. But to use being wanted by someone as a measure of whether a human life is allowed to live is a frightening concept. Its converse logically awaits me — that the unwanted can be eliminated. Don’t forget, Hitler’s Germany was ideal for wanted Aryans.

     Then "Every Child a Wanted Child" should be completed with "and if not wanted, kill!" for that is exactly what that Planned Parenthood slogan means. That certainly makes it sound different!

    I am Pro-Choice also because I think abortion is infinitely preferable to infanticide. Think infanticide doesn’t happen? What about those teenagers who give birth and throw their babies in the trash? What about parents who shake their babies to death, driven mad by hours of infantile screaming? What about Hansel and Gretel, or Oedipus, or Moses? Humans have always killed their children, but only if they think they don’t have a better alternative. I am Pro-Choice because the only reason modern women can move in the public sphere with the unprecedented degree of freedom is to enjoy the ability to choose when and with whom does she have babies. It’s very hard to hold down a professional job if she has a baby every year. 
There are some solutions for the unwanted pregnancies, such as:

The Adoption Option:  Another common story you've probably heard is having someone else adopt the unwanted children. Stop and think about this for a moment. Are you willing give your child away to a stranger and never see him or her again? Of course not! Such an act goes counter to the most basic human nature and produces extremely traumatic emotions in most women. Emotional traumas of this magnitude often affect women for the rest of their lives. It also places a great psychological burden on many of the children who are literally given away.

Abstinence and with this slogan “Just Say No”:  The anti-abortion leaders are adamantly opposed to sex education and declare that society should rely complete and exclusively on the “Just Say No” technique as the one and only method of avoiding unwanted pregnancy. There's one little problem with this technique --- IT DOESN’T WORK!   Did prohibition stop alcohol use?  Do anti-dug laws stop drug use?  Laws would never stop abortion, but only relegate it, as in the past, into back-alley butchers. You can see "Just Say No" is a completely unrealistic method of avoiding unwanted pregnancies.

     By the fact, the anti-abortion Leaders Defy God and Deny Their Own Bible.
The most of the anti-abortion leaders claim to be Christians. They claim to believe that the Christian Bible is the literal word of God. They tell others to follow the Bible's teachings,  BUT  do they practice what they preach? Here is relevant Biblical passage that the Anti-Abortionist conveniently ignore.

Genesis 2:7 states:
"And the Lord God formed man of the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living soul" 

* clearly states that life as a human being begins at first breath = abortion is not a murder.
     The fetus is totally dependent on the body of the woman for its life support and is physically attached to her by the placenta and umbilicus. So, health of the fetus is directly related to the health of the pregnant woman. Only at birth they are separate. Margaret Sanger said, “No woman can call herself free who does not own and control her own body” This concept is fundamental for women.

     In 1857 the U.S. Supreme Court decided the Dred Scott Decision. By a 7-2 vote it ruled that black people were not "legal persons," that they were the property of the slave owner, who was granted the basic constitutional right to own a slave. Abolitionists protested, to be met with this answer: "We understand you oppose slavery and find it morally offensive. That is your privilege. You don’t have to own a slave if you don’t want to. But, don’t impose your morality on the slave owner. He has the constitutionally protected right to choose to own a slave."

     Today the conflict is abortion, and the very same argument is used. In 1973 the U.S. Supreme Court, by a 7-2 decision, ruled that unborn humans were not "legal persons," that they were the property of the owner (the mother) who was given the basic constitutional right to choose to kill her unborn offspring. Pro-lifers have protested, to be met with the same answer . . . "We understand that you oppose abortion and find it morally offensive. That is your privilege. You don’t have to have an abortion if you don’t want to. But don’t impose your morality on the owner, the mother, for she has the constitutional right to choose have an abortion, if she wishes.

Future:
     Even hough Abortion is legal today, it’s future doesn’t seems like. According to a USA Today, CNN Gallup Poll in May, 1999 - 16% of Americans believe abortion should be legal for any reason at any time during pregnancy and 55% of American believe abortion should be legal only to save the life of the mother or in cases of rape or incest. 
Abortion Statistics:
· In 54 countries (61% of the world population) abortions are legal. 

· There are approximately 46 million abortions conducted eacy year, 20 million of them obtained illegally in the back-alley butchers. 

· 88% of abortions occur during the first 6 to 12 weeks of pregnancy
· 25.5% of women deciding to have an abortion want to postpone childbearing. 
· 21.3% of women cannot afford a baby. 
· 14.1% of women have a relationship issue or their partner does not want a child. 
· 12.2% of women are too young (their parents or others object to the pregnancy.) 
· 10.8% of women feel a child will disrupt their education or career. 
· 7.9% of women want no (more) children. 
· 3.3% of women have an abortion due to a risk to fetal health. 
· 2.8% of women have an abortion due to a risk to maternal health. 

Abortion procedures: 

In the first week there are micro-abortions caused by "contraceptive" drugs and devices. After implantation there are those induced by drugs such as RU 486, Methotrexate and Prostaglandins.

First trimester surgical ones are:

- Suction-aspiration: 

In this method, the abortionist must first paralyze the cervical muscle ring (womb opening) and then stretch it open. He then inserts a hollow plastic tube, which has a knife-like edge on the tip, into the uterus. The suction tears the baby’s body into pieces. The scraps are sucked out into a bottle. The suction is 29 times more powerful than a home vacuum cleaner.

- Dilatation & Curettage (D&C): 

This is similar to the suction procedure except that the abortionist inserts a curette, a loop-shaped steel knife, up into the uterus. With this, he cuts the placenta and baby into pieces and scrapes them out into a basin.

As I said, 88% of Abortions are done in the first trimester

Second trimester ones are: 

- Dilatation & Evacuation (D&E):

This method was developed after 80’ A pliers-like instrument is used because the baby’s bones are calcified, as is the skull. The abortionist inserts the instrument up into the uterus, seizes a leg or other part of the body, and, with a twisting motion, tears it from the baby’s body. This is repeated over and over again. The spine must be snapped, and the skull crushed to remove them. The nurse’s job is to reassemble the body parts to be sure that all are removed. 

 - Intracardiac injections:

At about 4 months a needle is inserted through the mother’s abdomen, into the chest and heart of one of the fetal babies and a poison injected to kill him or her. This is "pregnancy reduction." It is done to reduce the number or to kill a handicapped baby, if such is identified. If successful, the dead baby’s body is absorbed.

3rd trimester abortions: 
A more recently developed method here is the partial birth abortion, also called "brain suction" or "D&X" methods. This is like a breech delivery. The entire infant is delivered except the head. A scissors is jammed into the base of the skull. A tube is inserted into the skull, and the brain is sucked out. The now-dead infant is pulled out.

Pro-Choice Doctor Murdered in His Kitchen
Winter 1998

     An international task force is investigating the shooting death of Dr. Barnett Slepian, a 52-year old doctor murdered in his home in Amherst, New York on Oct. 23. At 10 pm, Dr. Slepian came home from synagogue with his wife and four sons. While standing in his kitchen with his wife and 15-year old son, a sniper hiding in the back yard pulled the trigger, shooting the doctor in the back. He died in hospital 90 minutes later. 

     Dr. Slepian provided abortions as part of his practice, and his shooting is believed to be linked to four other shootings of abortion providers over the last four years in Canada and New York. Dr. Slepian's murder occurred just three days after authorities issued a warning to abortion clinic workers to be on the alert, because of Anti-Abortionists protests.
     Dr. Slepian had been a frequent target of anti-abortion protesters, especially Operation Rescue protests in 1992, but remained committed in spite of the danger and stress. He often stopped to chat with regular anti-abortion protesters, and once confounded a gathering of protesters by inviting the anti-choice leader to breakfast. He felt that providing abortions was an essential part of reproductive health care for women, and he defended to the death a woman's right to choose abortion. An ob/gyn, Slepian delivered hundreds of babies over the years, and treated women for cervical cancer and many other reproductive health problems. 

     Dr. Slepian's shooting is the latest in a string of attacks on doctors, often termed the Remembrance Day shootings, because they all occurred around Nov. 11. The other shootings include: 
Dr. Garson Romalis, Vancouver, Nov. 8, 1994 

Dr. Hugh Short, Hamilton, Nov. 10, 1995 

Dr. Jack Fainman, Winnipeg, Nov 11, 1997 

Anonymous doctor, Rochester, NY, Oct. 28, 1997 

Abortion safed my life

by Lisa Meyer
     I will never forget the day I found out I was pregnant. I went into a Planned Parenthood clinic for a routine checkup. I was wearing my red coat and my favorite jeans. I followed the nurse into the examining room where she took blood from my finger to test for iron and then asked me for a urine sample so she could do a routine pregnancy test. I though: "No problem. Go ahead. I've only had unprotected sex once or twice, and I've had my period since then, so go ahead and take the test."  

     I noticed that the clinician glanced at the pregnancy test after a minute or two and didn't say anything. She just went back to her paperwork. I said, "What does it say?" And she said something like, "Just one minute, dear; I'll be right with you." After a while she knelt down beside me with the test in her hand and said, "If there are two blue lines, it means you are pregnant, and there are two blue lines." 

     I think I was knocked over with fear and shock. I didn't cry, and I couldn't even say anything. I went to the pharmacy and bought another pregnancy test, and there was no avoiding it. I was pregnant. 

     What in the world was I going to do? Who could I tell? My first thought was to have an abortion and forget the whole thing ever happened. I didn't feel 100 percent sure about having an abortion. I had so many questions. Peter, my boyfriend at the time, would not want me to have an abortion. 

     I told Peter the next day, through sobs, that I was pregnant. He tried to console me by telling me we would be great parents and that I would be a great mother, and all this only scared me even more. I told him that I wouldn't be able to go through with it. I knew that our new and unstable relationship would not be a good starting point for a child. I saw myself as a young struggling mother living in my mother's house in my childhood bedroom without a career or a partner. I knew that was what would happen. 

     I waited three weeks before going to an abortion clinic. Those three weeks were the hardest weeks ever. On the day of the abortion, I went to the clinic with Peter. The procedure didn't last long. One second I had a pregnancy growing inside of me, and the next second I didn't. It felt so strange. Peter especially didn't get it. He thought we'd go home and hang out as though nothing had even happened. I realized that the whole pregnancy experience ended for him on the day I told him I was going to have an abortion. I, however, still had the actual experience to go through . . . along with weeks of questioning. 

     How could I expect him to understand what I was feeling, when my feelings were so mixed up? I felt weary and sad. Most of all, though, I felt relieved. 

     I don't regret my decision. I would not be where I am today if I did not have the abortion. I have been working as an actress for two years, touring nationally and working in an Off-Broadway show. Peter and I broke up, and I am now in a healthy relationship. I feel good about myself and confident about my future. Having an abortion saved my life. 
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