Culture and the Arts

The world ´culture´ has got several diferent meanings. It may be used to speak about a group of people who share the same beliefs and attitudes, e. g. youth culture and political culture. But the word is also used to speak about music, art and literature that are a part of our lives. For many people today, culture and cultural life is represented by fine arts, art exhibitions and museum exhibits, as well as going to the cinema, the theatre and concerts of classical or pop music. How rich your cultural life is depends on both your interests and hobbies, as well as where you live. If you life in a large town, you have a good choice as cultural facilities are pleinful. There are several cinemas offering films. If you feel like going to the cinema, you don´t have to book tickets, you can buy them right at the cinema. Going to the cinema is an important part of youth culture in today´s society. 
You can usually find one or two theatres in a large town. Going to the theatre is a social event for most people and it often is necessary to buy tickets in advance because the best performances are sold out long before they open. Theatre performances usually have a special type of sophisticated or class atmosphere since they are often in the evening and theatregoers usually dress up in their best clothes. People are dressed up, women are wearing an evening are wearing an evening dress, men a dark suit. At the theatre we can see plays which are performed by actors on the stage. Plays such as comedies, tragedies, dramas are written by dramatists. The most famous English dramatist was William Shakespeare. At the theatre we can see ballet and opera. Peter Dvorsky is our famous operatic singer. When the performance is over, the audience applauds and the cast may even get a standing ovation, curtain goes down and up again and again. The first public performance of a play is called premiere. 

Those who like fine art enjoy going to art galleries to see exhibition of classical or modern art (e. g. photographs, paintings, sculptures and book illustration) that are held all year around. They can compare the works of are made by artists throughout the centuries. It seems that there are not many people who are keen on going to galleries these days. Museums are full of visitors at any time as people like to learn the history of their region or country and look at the exhibits showing them what the lives of their forefathers were like. 

Cultural events that are most popular among young people are concerts and music festivals. Concerts of classical music are written by a composer and performed by an orchestra. They take place in the concert halls. Live pop concerts and folk festivals are held in summer, at sports stadiums, open air theatres or even in some farmer´s field so the hundreds of fans can get in. There are many types of rock and pop music, e. g. punk, reggae, rap, hop-hop etc. Most of bands of pop music have a lead singer, a lead guitarist, with six strings, a bass guitar and a drummer. 

If you happen to live in a small town or village, there probably aren´t many opportunities to have a rich cultural life. The only facility is usually the local house of culture or community centre or a village club where discos or balls are held on special occasions several times a year. Wherever people living in a village want to see a good film or a theatre performance, they have to go to the nearest town which can be expensive and time consuming. The only choice for them is television, videos and possibly DVDs which are a bit cheaper and more convenient. 

There are many things that can feed the body, several things that can feed the mind, but only the art can feed the imagination. The role of art is to stimulate our imagination and emotions. Things which generally go under the heading the art are: literature – fiction and non-fiction, performing arts – kinds of art which are performed by artists on the stages of theatres, on the screens of cinemas, in the concert halls, fine arts – there belong the works of art created by painters and sculptors and exhibited in the galleries and museums.
Whatever our cultural preference and wherever you live, your life with works of fine art, music, film and theatre will be pleasant and rich. Culture and the arts challenge your imagination, influence you positively and bring joy to life, helping to broaden horizons and making life more interesting.

In our capital Bratislava there are several theatres to the Slovak National Theatre, Theatre of P.O.Hviezdoslav, the New Scene, the Little Scene. The best know is the National Theatre whose building stands in Hviezdoslav Square near the river Danube. Mainly operas and ballets are performed at the National Theatre. 

